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“Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin and the Death”, 2011
The work is dedicated to the 50th anniversary of the death of cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin and the disclosure of the files connected with that event.
For fifty years the Soviet leaders kept in deep secret the details of the doom of the cosmonaut, then test pilot Yuri Gagarin, and his commander pilot Vladimir Seriogin during an exercise flight on May 27th 1968. Kremlin’s paranoid discretion generated countless folk legends and myths about the mysterious death of the hero.

To illustrate this story I have used the aesthetics of the Russian loubok – the printed and hand made folk pictures that were especially popular from the late 17th century until the beginning of the 19th century in Russia. One of the most important characteristics of the loubok was the confrontation of the truth from the real world, the accuracy of knowledge and pragmatism of the mind with the verity of miracles, fiction and fantasy. I have interpreted the seven most popular folk myths about the death of Gagarin where people have projected their microcosm loaded with social, political end existential problems.
The flight of Yuri Gagarin, although turned into a symbol of human triumph, never changed the way of thinking of most people. Technology and progress still remain just a decoration – they do not change the core of human consciousness which is full with religious beliefs, occultism and faith in oracles and miracles. Space continues to torture mankind with its inscrutability and inexplicability while leaving without answer the most important questions concerning life and death.
